
From the

Walk inside Loma Linda Ronald McDonald House 
and you’ll notice a few things.  Aside from the 
gleaming cherry wood floors, cozy family room 
and every kid’s dream of a playground, you’ll 
get a feeling.  “It makes me feel hopeful,” said 
Loriann Sins, age 11, a resident of LLRMH who 
is fighting acute lymph plastic leukemia, a type 
of childhood cancer.  And ‘the house that love 
built’TM has plenty of hope for Loriann and two 
other cancer patients—Karla Estrada, age 13, and 
Victor Leon, age 10—all  of whom are staying in 
the House with their families while they undergo 
their various treatments.  

An avid gamer, Victor, who lives in Blythe, 
California, loves the game room at LLRMH.  He 
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doesn’t let his leukemia stop him from 
playing Motor Storm, a dirt bike game in 
which he can twist and turn, flip and jump off 
obstacle courses with ease.  Perhaps he may 
take up the sport when he recovers from his 
cancer—he has only 16 percent remaining.  

While he has his chemotherapy treatments, 
his mother, Yvonne, is grateful to have the 
comfort and shelter of the House, a welcome 
respite from the 12 nights she spent on 
the couch at the hospital before moving in.  
Yvonne settled quickly and felt comfortable, 
but Victor was at first a bit wary—he wasn’t 
‘home’ and he had not gotten acquainted 
with anyone.  It didn’t take him long to warm 
up to the place.  Once he met Raquel, a 
housekeeper at LLRMH, her hugs and doting 
evaporated all of his apprehension.  

Raquel is also a favorite for Karla Estrada 
and her family, who came to the House from 
Mecca, California.  “She tells me and Victor 
that we’re going to be okay,” said Karla, who 
suffers from acteno carcinoma (a type of 
colon cancer), and became fast friends with 
Victor.  She is anxious to eradicate the cancer 
so she can get back to playing basketball, 
her favorite sport.  She’ll also celebrate her 
remission by visiting her grandparents in 
Mexico, a trip she hasn’t taken since she was 
diagnosed in 2007.

Continue on page 6

Victor Leon

The mission of the Loma Linda Ronald McDonald House is to provide a ‘home away from home” for families of critically ill and 
injured children receiving medical treatment at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital and nearby medical facilities.
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Bertha Noble
Relief Manager

Lexi Harris
Relief Manager

Linda Flores
Housekeeper

Nancy Henderson
Housekeeper

Former Yucaipa Restaurant owner 
Candy Rigney and her friends prepare 

meals for the families every month

Gardening and housekeeping 
service project by University of 

Redlands Staff and Students

La-Z-Boy Employees prepared a 
fabulous BBQ salmon lunch for the 

families

Hemet Elks Lodge continue to 
support the pull tab collection 

program

Cooley Ranch Elementary School 
collected coins in support of our 

Pennies from the Heart campaign

San Bernardino Public Employees 
Association (S.B.P.E.A.) hosted a 
fabulous Luau for the families 

which included Polynesian Dancers 
and a special visit from Ronald

New Staff

Around The House

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS: Catherine Aburto • Elizabeth Aburto • Roger Aburto • Anne Akins • Scott Bayless • Angela Bedney • Natalie Bedney • Chrissy Berkebile • Rasheen 
Brewer • Kyle Calloway • Lou Carrigg • Amy Clem • Marian Coleman • Tamara Compton • Ruben Sanchez • William Mitchell • Yvette Cornell • Heather Curles • Miramonte Adriana • 
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Adrian Montes • Hector Morales • Karen Morales • Amanda Nixon • Bertha Noble • Mike Norris • Esther Oh • Chioma Okonkoo • Megumi Ota • Dave Junker •  
Reynaldo Padilla • Gaynell Roderick • Nicole Palacio-Bhojunis • Gina Morales • Maria Palau • Patricia Paul • Katie Cameron • Julie Lewis • Maria Poortenga • Ivan Real • Lee Real •  
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Marcella Ribeiro • Renee Richmond • Lisa Robles • Beatriz Rodriguez • Maigie Rodriguez • Page Rogue • Mansuri Samim • Stephanie Sanders • Sue Sanders • Ricardo Saninth •  
Heidi Schofield • Pat Seals • Maria Sefuentes • Kristen Hooper • Yella Serena • Astrid Shell • Rashion Smith • Heuay Sofyau • Stephanie Thevenin 

 Sharon Dodgson • Shirley Dolloff • Carrie Dragon • Paul Dumas • Yvonne Dunlap • Crystal Dunn • Amy Blackman • Carol Dyer • Vincent Dyer • Amy Edelbrock • Patricia Ellis •  
Patricia Ellison • Sabrina Escalera • Ieva Ferreira • Linda Flores • Tanya Freeman • Paola Fresa • Phillip Frick • Bob Fuller • Amanda Garcia • Sheila Gordon •  

In One Word:

THANKS!
The day to day operations of the Loma Linda Ronald McDonald 

House relay on a small staff and an army of faithful volunteers. The 
dedicated team of House volunteers assist in any variety of duties 
all year long; from clerical help in the front office to daily house 

maintenance and even special events!

We could easily fill the pages of this publication with words of 
gratitude to the hundrends of dedicated individuals that provide 
their countless hours to support families and words truly can not 
describe our appreciation. So from the bottom of our hearts, we 

simply say...THANKS!

For more information about becoming part of the volunteer team at 
the House contact our Volunteer Coordinator. Gwen Terry at 

909-558-8333 or gterry@llrmh.org

Pull Tab
Collections

We want to extend our thanks and 
appreciation to all of our dedicated 
pull tab collectors who continue to 
participate in our pull tab collection 

program. Your tab contributions 
help us support the many families 

that call the LLRMH a “home 
away from home”.

Special thanks to our friends at 
Ramsey Recycling in Beaumont 

for supporting our Pull tab 
program!!

Did you know?

1 inch = 1 pull tab
1 mile = 63,360 pull tabs
1 pound = 1,264 pull tabs

(approximately)

Help Wanted
Volunteers with the following skills are also needed

Certified Electrician
Plumbers

Construction
Housekeeping

Hairstylist
Barbers

Manicurist
More

Please contact Gwen Terry, LLRMH Volunteer 
Coordinator @ 909-558-8333



Presented by: 

On September 21st the LLRMH 6th Annual Charity Golf Tournament, presented by San Manuel 
Band of Mission Indians and RSP & Associates, was held at the beautiful Victoria Club in Riverside. 
A new addition to the event this year, golfers were treated to a closest to the pin contest at hole #5 
with the help of a drive from LPGA Hall of Famer Amy Alcott. 

After a hot day on the course it  cooled down into a gorgeous 
night. Guests quickly gathered inside as intense bidding wars 
began on more than 100 fantastic silent auction items. The
excitement continued into dinner with presentations of awards 
and a live auction, but not  before the Shumacher family shared 
their amazing story of strength and what the LLRMH has meant 
to them, reminding everybody what the day was truly all about.

Thank you to all of the wonderful sponsors for being part
of this event and helping make it a success! 

San Manuel Band of Mission Indians ~ RSP & Associates ~ MARS FoodService, US ~ Hoosier, Inc. ~ Paul Ware Family  
Foundation ~ McDonalds, Mestas Family ~ Dr Pepper ~ McDonalds West Division ~ McDonald’s Southern California Region ~ 

Golden State Foods, Manufacturing ~ Soren McAdam Christenson LLP ~ LLU Printing Services ~ The Bama Companies ~  
Century Products ~ Hinshaw & Culbertson ~ Tim & Patti Haggard ~ Rebar Engineering, Inc. ~ McDonald’s Mangione Family ~ 

Soboba Casino ~ Davis Elen Advertising ~ LLU Department of Pediatrics ~ Citizen’s Business Bank ~ Abbott Vascular ~ Cargill, 
Inc. ~ JR Simplot ~ Diane Storms ~ Larry Jacinto Construction ~ Mutual of Omaha Bank ~ Hub International ~ Tree Island Wire 
 ~ Security Bank of California ~ McDonald’s Nibeel Family ~ Gavina Gourmet Coffee ~ Service Solutions Group ~ South Coast 

Steel ~ Porter Pools ~ Goforth & Marti Business Interiors ~ McDonald’s Molina Family ~ Whiteside Manor ~ Kennedy & Kennedy  
~ Widdicombe Enterprises, Inc. ~ Girard’s Dressings ~ 1st Valley Credit Union 

Special thanks to our chairmen Jason Cartie and Tom Kaney! 

Victoria Gardens 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

Contact us today to learn  
more about this exciting  

NEW event!!! 
 

Danielle/909-558-8323 
Karen/909-558-8344 

APRIL 11, 2010 

 WALK FOR KIDS
LPGA Hall of Famer, Amy Alcott offers a helpful 
swing to the golfers. 

An excited Bryan Domingue was the lucky  winner 
of the Passport to the World Opportunity Drawing. 



Start saving your loose change now because
Pennies from the Heart Day is just around the corner!

This special coin drive will be held on Sunday, November 8, 2009 at the Loma Linda Ronald McDonald House from
10am to 2pm. Drop off your coins and stay for fun and games—and even meet Ronald McDonald himself!

Since 1999 the LLRMH has had the support of a large community of caring individuals who participate in the
Pennies from the Heart campaign. Coin collections are great for schools, organizations, churches  

and just about anyone who wants to support our families and children.

Please come by today and pick up a collection can!

We wish to extend our sincere appreciation in thanking the 
Inland Counties Water Association, Inland Empire  
Claims Association and the Riverside Police Officers  
   Association for once again  
     naming the Loma Linda  
   Ronald McDonald House  
   as a beneficiary in your  
   2009 golf events....     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Thank You!  

Pennies from the Heart Day 
November 8, 2009 
10:00am – 2:00pm 



What started out as a bloody nose at age seven 
continues to be a long road for Loriann, who has, to 
date, undergone 58 procedures, including one that 
removed 10 percent of her lung tissue.   Before her 
family discovered LLRMH, her grandparents traveled 
from Twenty-Nine Palms, California and switched off 
sleeping in a van and showering in a drab area in 
the hospital.  Now her family enjoys the comfort of a 
home away from home, with a supportive and caring 
staff that caters to their physical and emotional needs. 

Loriann loves the game room in the house, and likes 
to hang out between her treatments at Loma Linda 
University Medical Center.  Her mother, brother and 

grandmother are also residents, but Grandma only 
pops in for a shower and then she’s off to Loriann’s 
bedside to hold her hand and provide support as she 
gets chemotherapy. Throughout her ordeal, Loriann 
has maintained a quiet strength that goes beyond 
her years.  She never complains, even in face of 
unthinkable discomfort.  “I told them to do whatever 
it takes to fix me,” she said.

Perhaps one day you might see her rushing through 
the halls of 4800, working to cure cancer as a nurse.  
“The nurses are my guardian angels.  I want to help 
children who suffer from cancer and cheer them up 
and offer them that same hope,” she said.  

–Christelyn D. Karazin is a former resident  
and freelance writer from Temecula, California.

In Loving Memory
The Loma Linda Ronald McDonald House extends its deepest  

sympathy to the families of these very special children.

Valerie Balleza
Mykel Cavazos
Aiden Doyer
Ian Drummond
Delilah Espinoza
Dion Holmes

Summer Johnson
Kaydance Johnson
Jesus Mariscal
Marely Martinez
Travis Murphy
Tatumn Pendley

Crystal Peterson
Clemen Ranola
Kaylee Rios
Tyler Robertson
Ethan Robles
Ikki Sampo

Luis Sanchez
Christian Schumacher
Anthony Wallis
Kevin Zhang

Continue from cover

Loriann Sins

Karla Estrada



In Good Company – LLRMH Partners
(partial listing)

Cooks for Kids and Family Fun Partners
Meal Groups
ABC Ministries
ADPI Alumni Association
Afrikan Student Alliance
Alpha Delta Pi
Alpha Lambda Delta 
American Medical Students (AMSA)
Arrowhead Christian Academy
Babies So Special
Beta Phi Delta
Bloomington Builders Club
Bloomington Christian School, Key Club
Brenda & Friends
Brownie Troop #14
Brownie Troop #301
Candy and Friends
Casseroles for Cancer
Centro Libre Church
Christ The Redeemer Catholic Church 
Church of Nazarene
Corona/Norco Cool Mommies 
Crosswalk Church
CRY – ROP
CSUSB American Medical Students
David Long Elementary School
Denene Carter Group
Eleanor Jean Garcia Academy
Everest College
Faith Builders Church
Fear Not Youth Group
Fellowship in the Pass Church
Friday Night Supper Club
Girl Scout Troop #18
Golden State Foods
Hands on Inland Empire
Heather & Michelle
Holy Name of Jesus Church
Hugo and Family
Inland Empire Raiders Booster Club
Kingdom Of God Men

Kinship Matters
Kiwanis Club of Loma Linda
Kiwanis Club of Montclair
Kiwanis Club of Rancho Cucamonga
Kiwanis Club of Rialto
Kiwanis Club of San Bernardino
Kiwanis Club of Upland
Lambda Chi Alpha
Lambda Sigma Gamma
Laurie Wilburn and Friends
LDS Church
Lee Real and Sister
LLU Pre Dental Club
LLU School of Medicine
LLUCH Social Workers
Loma Linda Physical Therapy Students
McGuican Family
Mestas Group
Model - T Club
Moreno Valley Optimist Group
National Charity League
Oasis Church
Palmetto Ward - LDS Church
Parrot Heads 
Pathfinders
People’s Choice Staffing
Quin the Therapy Boxer
Redlands East Valley High School
Redlands Police Department – Traffic Div.
Redlands Teachers
Re-live Church
Rialto Sheriffs Dispatch 
Robert Mattus Family
Saddle Back Church
San Bernardino P.E.A.
San Bernardino Sheriff’s Department
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
SCE Mt. View Generation Station
Senator Bob Dutton’s Office
So. Ca. Parrot Heads

Society of Pediatric Nurses 
South West Airlines
The Berger Foundation
The Bridge Church of the Nazarene
The Builders Club
The Cooking Friends
The Diaz Family
The Foresters
The Loma Linda Florist
The Williams Family 
Tim Haggard
UCR International Fraternity of Delta Sigma Pi 
Uniquely Smooth  Dance Group
United Educational Institute 
Vicki Valentine
Victory Riders
W.S.G. Youth Group
Wal Mart Transportation Employees
West Coast University
Young Women of LDS Church
Yucaipa Christian Church Youth Group
Zonta Club of Redlands

Restaurant Groups
Antonio’s Pizza
Bj’s Brewery
Café Society
California Pizza Kitchen
Cujo’s BBQ
Dominoes Pizza
Fresh and Easy Kitchen Employees
Golden State Foods
Innabi’s Mediterranean Grill
Jose’s Restaurant
La Pasta Italia
Mimi’s Restaurant
Mi Tortilla Mexican Grill
Red Robin Restaurant 
Two Guy’s

Family Fun Groups
Disney Store
Girl Scout Troop #18
Hollywood Paw’s
Home Shopping Network
Love on the Leash – Pet’s
Jeff the Magic Man
New Generation Rotary Club
Scout Troop # 839
Stamp’n UP
Sue and “Baby” the Cockatoo 
The Candlelight Guitarist
UPS Employees
Western University
Hands On Inland Empire
Hair Cuts by Amoryn
Children’s Wish Foundation  
    International Inc.
Walmart Employees

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR DONORS!!
Without the continued support of each and every one of our generous supporters and 

friends we truly could not make the Loma Linda Ronald McDonald House the home away 
from home that it is. Thank you for supporting our mission and taking care of our families!

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Board of Trustees
Jay Brand, President
Richard Chinnock, M.D.
Joe DiPrima
Henry Gonzalez
Eric Goodman, 
	 Immediate Past President
Patricia Haggard
Tim Haggard
Jennifer Mangione
T.J. McCree

Our
Wish List

* *

* *

*

For Our Guests
Gift Cards
Telephone Calling Cards
Movie Passes
Amusement Park Passes
Toothbrushes
Combs and Brushes
Disposable Razors
Disposable Diapers

For Our House
Stationary/Cards 
Grocery Store Gift Cards
Laundry Supplies
Postage Stamps

For the Kitchen 
Canned Foods
Coffee
Fresh Produce
Milk, Eggs, Breads
Ziploc Storage Bags
  (All sizes)

11365 Anderson Street
Loma Linda, CA 92354

®

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
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San Bernardino, CA

Our Big  Wish
Computer Equipment

Photocopy Paper (white & colored)

House Staff 
Dee Feldmeir, Executive Director
Karen Hooper, Director of Operations
Karen Van Horn, Event Manager
Danielle Walters, Event Coordinator
Neil Wiltshire, Facilities Manager
Christie Bayless, Administrative Assistant 
Raquel Castillo, Housekeeper
Gwen Terry, Volunteer Coordinator

Relief Managers / Housekeeping Staff
Cindy Cox
Carol Dyer
Marilyn Field
Linda Flores

Carolyn Miller
Janet Palomino-Howard, 
	 Vice President
Robert Sims
Diane Storms
Janice Spencer, Secretary
David Tuttle, Treasurer
Ron L. Vervick, J.D.
David Wilson

DESIGN AND PRINT DONATED BY:

Lexi Harris
Nancy Henderson
Mariya MacDougall
Susan Mendoza

Printing Services

Bertha Noble
Jessica Trujillo
Monica Webb
Linda Williams

Volunteers Needed!
The Ronald McDonald Charities 
of Southern California is seeking 
volunteers to help decorate the 
2010 Rose Parade float. 

Come help create the float that 
will ride down Colorado Blvd., 
and be broadcast nationwide  
on New Years Morning,  
January 1, 2010!

Both morning and evening shifts 
available from December 26, 2009- 
December 31, 2009

Anyone interested in decorating the 
float, please log on to 
www.rmhcsc.org


